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Burckhardt, a Swiss, the only persons who had
visited them, are since dead, and their discove-
ries here are scarcely known even by name. Yet,
independently of the high interest which this
portion of the Jewish possessions cannot fail to
excite in the minds of all those for whom the
illustration of scriptural topography and sacred
history have any charms, its importance, as the
seat of ten Roman cities, giving the name of
Decapolis to the region in which they*were
seated, must rouse the curiosity of the scholar ta
know something of its present state.   The posi-
tions established here, of some among the three-
score cities of Og, the king of Bashan, in the
mountains of Gilead, will gratify the biblical
enquirer; the ruins of some of the chief cities
of the Decapolis will furnish food for the anti-
quarian ; and the Greek inscriptions copied from
amidst these ruins, will be interesting to the
classical student and the man of letters.
My knowledge of Arabic enabled me also to
collect much information as to the names of
places that were not actually seen, but were
yet within reach of our route; and it will be
found that most of the leading features of the
topography of this portion of the Jewish posses-
sions, whether mountains, streams, or cities,
were in this way identified with those described